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Council Meeting
Minutes
June 18, 2007

A Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Leonia, Bergen County,
New Jersey, was held this evening in the Borough Hall Annex, commencing at 7:32pm

Mayor Laurence Cherchi called the meeting to order.

Mayor Laurence Cherchi asked everyone to stand while Councilman President Heveran
led in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council Present: Mayor Laurence Cherchi, Councilpersons Heveran, Choi,
Hawkins, Puzzo, Raspa-Gore Raucci

Council Absent: none

Also Present: Brian Giblin, Borough Attorney Jack Terhune Borough
Administrator Fran Lehmann, Borough Clerk

OPEN MEETING STATEMENT

Conditions of the Open Meeting Act have been met by Notice placed on the Bulletin
Board at Borough Hall and notices sent to the Official Newspaper.

Mayor Cherchi pointed out the Fire Exit.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Ingrid Brennan, 53 Palmer Place — Mrs. Brennan spoke about the off leash hours at
Lakeview Park. Mrs. Brennan urged the Governing Body to adopt an Ordinance setting
the hours.

Kathy Sommer 438 Greenway Drive — Ms. Sommer handed out a list of hours suggested
by residents who utilize the off leash hours at Lakeview Park.

Arthur Bergman, 24 Meadowview Court — spoke in favor of off leash hours at Lakeview
Park. Mr. Bergman also asked the Governing Body to adopt new hours in Lakeview Park.

Charlie Ryan, 269 Glenwood Avenue — Mr. Ryan spoke in favor of the dog park and the
off leash hours afforded to dog owners.

Dwayne Wright, 600 Broad Avenue — Mr. Wright spoke against the off leash hours at
Lakeview Park and the problems he has encountered with dog owners.
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Mary Albanese, 125 Lakeview Avenue — Mrs. Albanese was told she could only use the
dog park if she was a member of L-Dog. Ms. Albanese stated she notified the Police and
her husband about the problems she encountered when she tried to enter the park. Mayor
Cherchi apologized for the problems she encountered.

Gretchen Studier, 223 Leonia Avenue — There are people who use the dog park who do
not have children who and have dogs and enjoy using the park they feel they are getting a

benefit for their tax dollars, and are happy to have a place to take their dogs.

Karen Elder, 236 Christie Heights Street — Thanked the Governing Body for the dog
park.

Roccio Torres, 107 Christie Street — Thanked the Council for the dog park

Gary Albanese, 125 Lakeview Avenue — Mr. Albanese reiterated what his wife was told
about being a member of L-Dog.

Dwayne Wright, 600 Broad Avenue inquired who is to inspect the park and who enforces
the rules.

Mayor Cherchi closed the Public Session.

RESOLUTIONS

Councilman Choi asked for Resolution 07-147 to be held for separate vote.
Councilman Hawkins held Resolution 07-150.

Councilman Puzzo, seconded by Councilman Raucci made a motion to approve
Resolutions 07-143 through 07-146 and 07-148 and 07-149.

Roll call vote; Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Puzzo, Raucci and Raspa-Gore
voted yes. Resolutions approved.

Councilman Hawkins, seconded by Councilman Raucci made a motion to approve
Resolution 07-147.

Roll call vote; Councilpersons Heveran, Hawkins, Puzzo, Raucci and Raspa-Gore voted
yes, Councilman Choi abstained. Resolutions approved.

Resolution 07-150 — Councilman Hawkins would like to have solar lights added to the
proposal. Mr. Terhune responded. This grant goes back to 2000 and we need to prove to
the DOT by the end of July that we are seriously looking to utilize the funds. Councilman
Puzzo suggested amending the Resolution to read, “WHEREAS, the Governing Body is
looking to become a more sustainable community would also like the bid specifications
to specifically look at using solar power to generate power for these sign standards.”
Councilman Hawkins made a motion to approve the Resolution as amended, seconded by
Councilman Puzzo. All in favor none opposed. Resolution 07-150 approved as amended.
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Resolution 07-151 — Councilman Hawkins made a motion, seconded by Councilman
Raucci to approve Resolution 07-151. Roll Call vote; All Councilmembers in favor none
apposed. Resolution 07-151 approved.

Resolution 07-152 — Councilman Puzzo made a motion, seconded by Councilman Raucci
to approve Resolution 07-152. Roll call vote; All Councilmembers in favor none
opposed. Resolution 07-152 approved.

Resolution 07-153 — Councilman Hawkins, seconded by Councilman Puzzo made a
motion to approve Resolution 07-153. Roll call vote; All Councilmembers in favor none
opposed. Resolution 07-153 approved.

Resolution 07-154 — Council President Heveran, seconded by Councilman Raucci made a
motion to approve Resolution 07-154. Roll call vote; All Councilmembers in favor none
opposed. Resolution 07-154 approved.

Resolution 07-155 — Councilman Hawkins, seconded by Council President Heveran
made a motion to approve Resolution 07-155. Roll call vote; all Councilmembers in favor
none opposed. Resolution 07-155 approved.

Mr. Terhune explained the need to address this resolution and that the Borough will be
doing seven or eight paving projects at one time.

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES

Finance, Administration and Personnel — Council President Heveran nothing to report.

Laws and Ordinances — Councilwoman Raspa-Gore nothing to report at this time.

Police — Councilman Raucci reported on the crossing post on Hillside and Glenwood.
This post will be done away with at the recommendation of the Sgt. Tamagny. Sgt.
Tamagny does not feel a crossing guard is needed at this time. Council President Heveran
requested a copy of the report for the Council. This will be discussed by the Police
Commission with Sgt. Tamagny and Mr. Terhune. New Police Officer will be graduating
from the Academy on June 22. Councilman Raucci will let everyone know the time and
place.

Fire — Council President Heveran noted that Robert Pawlick was appointed earlier as a
Junior Auxiliary Member of the Leonia Fire Department, is the son of Fireman Bobby
Pawlick. There several second and third generations on the Fire Department.

Ambulance — Councilman Raucci nothing to report.
Public Works — Councilman Hawkins reported that a meeting has not yet been

scheduled with Teaneck regarding shared services. Councilman Hawkins noted that a
complaint has come to his attention regarding trash can overflowing over the weekends.
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Mr. Terhune noted that on a three day weekend there will bean extra pick-up. He has also
asked the gentlemen that perform that task to identify the several individuals that use the

public trash receptacles as their own. Councilman Hawkins thanked Gretchen Studier for
the wonderful work she has done with the plantings in the downtown.

Real Estate and Insurance Committee — There will be a meeting on Monday, June 25"
at 7:00pm in the annex.

Administration —-Borough Administrator Terhune six resumes have been received for the
position of tax collector. Mr. Terhune will review the resumes and make a
recommendation to the committee. Mr. Terhune reported on his meeting with Mr.
Pagnozzi. DOT has awarded the contract for the Grand Avenue project to Sanzari, there
will be a public meeting on June 28™ from 4-7pm at the Borough Hall Annex for
members of the public. The new phone system will switched over and beginning on June
25™ the new number will be 201-592-5780. ADA curb cuts the bids will be opened July
10, 2007 with the award on July 16"

Mayor — Mayor Cherchi attended the Korean celebration with Councilman Choi. Mayor
Cherchi attended the opening of the swim club along with Councilman Hawkins and
Councilwoman Raspa-Gore. Mayor Cherchi also attended the dedication of
Ahrens/Pederson house, and the ceremony at the Library along with Councilman Choi
honoring Carol Karels, Lee Lehman, David Boyd and North Pederson honoring their
contributions to the Historic Preservation in Leonia.

Special Bodies — Councilman Hawkins reported on the “Father’s Day Regatta™ over 40
people participated on the Overpeck Creek. Councilman Hawkins reported on the
remediation of the Overpeck Preserve.

Councilman Choi reported on the Shade Tree Commission meeting and that he has asked
the Shade Tree Commission to look at the Elm Street Parking lot.

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE

Introduction of Multi-Purpose Bond Ordinance 12-07 entitled:

BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF
LEONIA, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO
APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $395,300 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF,
TO APPROPRIATE VARIOUS GRANTS, TO MAKE A DOWN
PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE
SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF
BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE
OF SUCH BONDS.
Borough Clerk read the Ordinance by title

A motion was made by Council President Heveran, seconded by Councilman
Raucci to adopt on first reading Ordinance 12-07.
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ROLL CALL Councilpersons, Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Puzzo, Raspa-Gore,
Raucci voted yes. Ordinance 12-07 introduced.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

a.) Yamato Texaco Property (Councilman Puzzo) The Governing Body
discussed the remediation that needs to be done on the property. This item
will be on the agenda for July 2.

NEW BUSINESS
a) Tiered Pricing Fees for Municipal Parking Lots (Council President
Heveran) Council President Heveran feels there should be different fees
charged for vehicles that are parked in the Municipal lot for merchants,
trucks and residents who live above the stores. There are vehicles that are
parked there 24/7. Councilman Puzzo would like this area policed a little
better by the Police Department.

b) Lakeview Dog Park (Borough Administrator) Mr. Terhune brought the
Governing Body up to date on the Lakeview Dog Park. Mr. Giblin addressed
the legal aspects of setting the hours and rules and regulations by Ordinance
by the Governing Body. The Governing Body discussed the concept of hours
for the park set up by ordinance. Council President Heveran would like to
discuss this with residents who use the dog park. This item will be discussed
on July 2 after the recreation has met and discussed the issues.

CORRESPONDENCE

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

Kathy Sommer, 438 Greenway Drive — Ms. Sommer explained how the dog
owners came up with their suggested hours.

Dwayne Wright, 600 Broad Avenue — Mr. Wright spoke against the off leash
hours and inquired why this dog park cannot be incorporated into Overpeck Park?

Ellen Cohen Weidman, 31 Brook Terrace — Ms. Cohen-Weidman feels the issue
of the dog barking should be covered under the noise ordinance.

Peter North, 117 Brook Terrace — Feels that if you live near a park there is a
certain level of noise. Mr. North also feels the hours being proposed are
reasonable.

Mary Albanese, 125 Lakeview Avenue — Ms. Albanese feels the hours need to be
looked at.
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Ingrid Brennan, 53 Palmer Place — Thanked the Council for considering the
issues. Ms. Brennan noted that the park was underutilized until the dog park was
established.

CLOSED SESSION (RESOLUTION F)

The following items were discussed in Closed Session; Personnel

A motion to go into closed was made by Councilman Puzzo, seconded by Councilman
Raucci. All in favor none opposed.

Resolution 07-156 — Councilman Puzzo made a motion, seconded by Councilman

Hawkins to approve Resolution 07-156. Roll call vote; all council members voted yes.
Resolution 07-156 approved.

Councilman Raucci made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Hawkins. All in
favor; none opposed.

As there was no further business before the Governing Body, the meeting was adjourned
at 10:30pm

Respectfully submitted,

Fran Lehmann
Borough Clerk
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